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Pre K-5 students have the option to return to school Monday thru Thursday with Friday’s 
remaining a 100% Remote Instruction/Mandatory Teacher Workday. Duplin County Schools 
wants to emphasize that safety continues to be our number one priority.  Schools will still 
require daily health screenings, face coverings, frequent hand washing, sanitizing and social 
distancing as often as feasibly possible.The health and safety guidelines as outlined in Plan B, 
will still be adhered to; however, some aspects may be different based on the latest state 
guidance since Plan A allows for minimal social distancing. The following information will 
explain what you can expect under the Plan A-minimal social distancing model: 
 
 
Transportation: It is strongly recommended that schools operating under Plan A for K-5 students 
should utilize a more restrictive Plan B approach for school transportation as outlined in Strong Schools 
NC- Public Health Toolkit. Therefore in DCS: 

● K-5 students will ride separate buses from students in grades 6-8. 
● K-5 students will sit 2 passengers per seat. For buses transporting 

students in grades 6-13, there will be a maximum of 24 students per bus.  
● Students will continue to be screened daily upon boarding the school bus. 
● Buses will continue to be cleaned regularly.  

School and Classrooms As outlined in the NC Strong Schools Public Health Toolkit, schools 
choosing to operate in Plan A-minimal social distancing, must operate under ‘Plan A’ health and 
safety requirements while in school buildings and on school grounds. Therefore in DCS: 

● K-5 students will adhere to social distancing as often as feasibly possible. 
● Furniture, such as desks or seating in classrooms will be separated from 

one another by at least 6 feet when feasible. If it is not possible to arrange 
seating 6 feet apart, students will sit facing the same direction or will have 
barriers placed between them. 

● Schools will continue utilizing the 6 feet social distancing markers in 
buildings and on school grounds when possible. 

● Nonessential visitors and activities involving external groups or 
organizations will be limited. 

● Teachers and staff will continue to monitor arrival and dismissal to 
discourage congregating while at school 


